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SUBJ: lAPANESE PRESS REACTION TO STATE OF UNION MESSAGE 

1. COMMENTING ON PRESIDENT NIXON'S STATE OF UNION 

MESSAGE, JAPANESE PRESS HAD LITTLE TO SAY ON SPECIFICS, ALTHOUGH 
SOME SUPPORT WAS EXPRESSED FOR WHAT WAS CONSIDERED PRESIDENT'S 
NEW EMPHASIS ON EDUCATION AND SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAMS. PRIMARY 
FOCUS, HOWEVER, WAS ON DOMESTIC POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH 
MESSAGE WAS DELIVERED AND ON IMPLICATIONS FOR U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY. TREATMENT WAS GENERALLY LOW-KEY. 

2. EDITORIALS WELCOMED PRESIDENT'S ASSERTION 

THAT U.S. WOULD CONTINUE POLICY OE DIALOG AND DETENTE, WITH 
GREAT POWERS AND WORK TOWARD ETABLISHMENT OF NEW RELATIONS 
WITH JAPAN AND EUROPE. PAPERS COMMENDED PAST ACHIEVEMENTS 
SUCH AS VIETNAM AGREEMENT AND MIDDLE EAST DISDNGAGEMENT, 

BUT AT SAME TIME, THERE WERE EXPRESSIONS OF INABILITY TO FIND 
EVIDENCE OF NEW DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES AND OF CONCERN THAT 
U.S. MIGHT NOT PAY SUEFICIENT ATTENTION TO NEEDS OF SMALLER 
COUNTRIES. 

3. YOMIURI SAID THAT STRONG U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ROLE 

WAS INDISPENSIBLE TO ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
STRUCTURE, BUT IT AND OTHER PAPERS EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
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IMPACT ON U.S. INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP POSITION. 

THEY SAID THAT THEY HOPED THESE DOMESTIC POLITICAL MATTERS 
COULD BE RESOLVED IN EXPEDITIOUS MANNER SO THAT U.S. COULD 
DIRECT FULL ATTENTION TO PRESSING DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN ISSUES. 

TOKYO SHIMBUN DISPLAYED MORE POSITIVE ATTITUDE BY APPLAUDING 
PRESIDENT'S DEMONSTRATED RESOLUTION TO VOVERCOME PROBLEMS FACING 
ADMINISTRATION. 

4. THERE HAS BEEN NO EDITORIAL COVERAGE OF SENATOR 
MANSFIELD'S SPEECH OF OTHER U.S. DOMESTIC REACTION 
TO STATE OF UNION MESSAGE. 

5. COMMENT: JAPANES PRESS REACTION, AS IS 

OFTEN CASE, TENDED TO BE IMPRESSIONISTIC RATHER THAN 
ANALYTICAL. FOR MOST EDITORIAL WRITERS, STATE OF UNION 
MESSAGE SERVED SIMPLY AS POINT OF DEPARTURE FOR COMMENT ON U.S. 
DOMESTIC SCENE AND EXPRESSION OF FAMILIAR VIEWS OF INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS. 

SHOESMITH 
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